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rigorous expectations of college. As a result, 
99% of TELACU’s high school students have 
earned their high school diplomas and contin-
ued on to pursue post-secondary education, 
and 99% of TELACU college students have 
earned, at minimum, a bachelor’s degree. 

TELACU Scholars are recruited from the 
poorest neighborhoods in Southern California, 
Chicago, Texas, and New York. In many of 
these neighborhoods, young African Ameri-
cans and Latinos are more likely to be ar-
rested by their 18th birthday than to graduate 
high school. Yet year after year, TELACU 
Scholars have proven that it doesn’t matter 
where you were born, what the color of your 
skin is, or what language you speak at 
home—if you study and work hard, you can 
become anything you want to be in our great 
United States of America. 

And hard work is what TELACU Scholars 
are all about. Scholars like Priscila Papias le-
verage all the resources provided by the 
TELACU Education Foundation to advance 
not only themselves and their educations, but 
their communities as well. As part of the Foun-
dation’s internship program, Priscila partnered 
with local universities, food banks, and farm-
er’s markets to help provide regular nutritional 
screenings and high-quality nutritional care for 
residents of TELACU’s senior housing com-
plexes. I thank Priscila Papias and all of her 
fellow TELACU Scholars for their hard work 
and contributions to our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the thousands 
of students they have served, empowered, 
and advanced to achieve self-sufficiency, I ask 
my colleagues to please join me in recog-
nizing David and Priscila Lizárraga for their 
exemplary leadership and commendable ef-
forts to support our young people and our 
communities, and wish them and the TELACU 
Education Foundation many years of contin-
ued success ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. ALBIVORY 
‘‘BIB’’ HESTER CORLEY 100 
YEARS YOUNG ON MAY 23RD, 2014 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, it is my pleasure to pay tribute on the floor 
of the U.S. House of Representatives to Mrs. 
Albivory Hester Corley, who is known as Bib 
to many and will be 100 years of age on May 
23rd. Bib was born in Mississippi at a time 
when situations and circumstances were quite 
different in this country. Armed with a great 
desire to acquire higher education, she left the 
family farm and attended Jackson College, 
(currently known as Jackson State University) 
and Tennessee State University in Nashville, 
Tennessee. After college she returned to her 
roots in Mississippi and taught at the Pilgrim 
Rest School. After teaching for a number of 
years, Bib decided that it was time to pursue 
greater opportunities and moved to Chicago, 
like many other African Americans who were 
born in Mississippi. In 1952, she began work-
ing at the Cook County Probate Court and 
eventually became the first African American 
to become Probate Clerk, and worked for the 
Probate Court for thirty-seven years during the 
tenure of nine governors and six mayors. Chi-

cago brought Bib not only success in her ca-
reer, but also success in finding her soul- 
mate. It was in Chicago that Bib met her hus-
band Jimmy Corley, whom she married in 
1956. 

Bib and Jimmy shared a strong faith in God 
and joined the outstanding Grant Memorial 
AME Church where they were both active 
members until Jimmy’s passing in 1982. Bib 
remains active in the church and considers 
herself truly blessed for all the years of life 
that God has given her. 

Even in retirement, Mrs. Corley is not slow-
ing down. She remains very active, traveling 
all over the world sharing her story and inspir-
ing others. As a Member of the US House of 
Representatives, I take delight in recognizing 
a truly remarkable woman and thank her for 
all the contributions she has made to human- 
kind. 

f 

HONORING MIKE MONTGOMERY ON 
HIS RETIREMENT AS ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL IN 
KNOXVILLE, IOWA 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my good friend Mike 
Montgomery on his retirement as an elemen-
tary school principal for the Knoxville Commu-
nity School District. Mike was my best friend 
growing up in Brooklyn and has dedicated his 
life to the education of Iowa children. 

Mike earned his master’s degree in school 
administration from Drake University and his 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
from Central College. For 26 years Mike has 
served as a principal in the Knoxville Commu-
nity School District. At Knoxville, he has imple-
mented many successful education programs 
including all day every day kindergarten, 4 
year old voluntary pre-school, and a system of 
support and professional learning communities 
for teachers and students. 

Mike has been a strong leader and mentor 
for the students and faculty in Knoxville. He 
interacts with students on a daily basis eating 
lunch with them and playing sports with them. 
Mike has also successfully built strong rela-
tionships with his staff and has personally 
hired many of the elementary school teachers 
in Knoxville. He has twice been nominated for 
Knoxville Community Educator of the Year. He 
has been a strong leader and champion for 
education throughout his career and has de-
voted his life to improving the lives of children. 

‘‘Mr. Montgomery’’ has been a powerful 
positive role model in the lives of thousands of 
Iowa students, including my own nieces. His 
energy and enthusiasm inspire us to put stu-
dents first and make education a lifelong ex-
perience. I’m very proud of Mike, and honored 
to call him my friend. I congratulate him on his 
retirement and I wish him, his wife Mary, and 
the rest of his family all of the best as he 
moves on to his next adventure. 

RECOGNIZING THE LOS BANOS 
BASQUE CLUB 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Los Banos Basque Club for their 
50th anniversary. From putting on the annual 
picnic to volunteering with the dance group 
and participating in various other club events, 
the Los Banos Basque Club’s 50 years of 
proud history can be directly attributed to the 
tireless participation of all of its members. 

The Basques lived in the Los Banos area 
before California joined the United States in 
1848. Many of the early Basques in this area 
were sheepherders, while others worked as 
ranchers, miners, and laborers. Throughout 
the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, they orga-
nized and formed a vibrant and cohesive com-
munity. Many Basques are of Catholic herit-
age, and Basques in the Los Banos area often 
gathered to celebrate Baptisms, First Holy 
Communions, and weddings in large gath-
erings. 

The most common celebration to bring to-
gether the Basque people of the Los Banos 
area was a picnic, which the Basques began 
holding in 1886. The early picnics were an oc-
casion to reunite old friends and families and 
to celebrate Basque culture. In order to better 
organize the Basques in the Los Banos area 
and to organize and coordinate an annual pic-
nic, a group of Basques formed the Los Banos 
Basque Club. The Club also helped preserve 
the Basque culture and heritage in Central 
California. 

At the first meeting, the Club voted to hold 
an annual picnic on the third Sunday of every 
May, and the first annual Los Banos Basque 
Picnic was held that same year. Additionally, 
the Club began a dance group, where adults 
would come together to teach the children 
Basque customs and traditions, including the 
traditional Basque dances. 

This year marks the 50th year of the Los 
Banos Basque Club’s existence and is simi-
larly the 50th annual picnic of the Club. For 
the past 50 years, the annual picnic has main-
tained the same schedule of events, including 
a Catholic Mass, a BBQ Lamb Chop lunch, 
Basque dancing demonstrations, traditional 
competitions like wood chopping, weight car-
rying, or soka tira, music, public dancing, and 
a chorizo BBQ. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Los Banos Basque Club for 
their 50 successful years. With their strong 
ties to their roots, their desire to preserve 
Basque traditions, and their pride of being 
called a Basque, the Los Banos Basque Club 
hopes to carry on its traditional picnics far into 
the future. 

f 

HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
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consideration the bill (H.R. 4435) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chair, I ask that the fol-
lowing exchange of letters be included as part 
of the RECORD during consideration of H.R. 
4435: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2014. 
Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you 

concerning the bill H.R. 4435, the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2015. There are certain provisions in the leg-
islation which fall within the Rule X juris-
diction of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of 
the bill the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject 
matters contained in the bill which fall with-
in its Rule X jurisdiction. I request that you 
urge the Speaker to name members of this 
committee to any conference committee 
which is named to consider such provisions. 

Please place this letter into the committee 
report on H.R. 4435 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. Thank you for 
the cooperative spirit in which you have 
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees. 

Sincerely, 
DARRELL ISSA, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2014. 
Hon. DARRELL ISSA, 
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4435, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. 
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional 
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative 
of your decision not to request a referral in 
the interest of expediting consideration of 
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform is not waiving its 
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report 
on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2014. 
Hon. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I am writing to 

you concerning the bill H.R. 4435, the Howard 
P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. There are 
certain provisions in the legislation which 

fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Small Business pursuant to Rule X(q) of 
the House of Representatives. 

In the interest of permitting the Com-
mittee on Armed Services to proceed expedi-
tiously to floor consideration of this impor-
tant bill, I am willing to waive the right of 
the Committee on Small Business to sequen-
tial referral. I do so with the understanding 
that by waiving consideration of the bill, the 
Committee on Small Business does not waive 
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill which fall 
within its Rule X(q) jurisdiction, including 
future bills that the Committee on Armed 
Services will consider. I request that you 
urge the Speaker to appoint members of this 
Committee to any conference committee 
which is named to consider such provisions. 

Please place this letter into the committee 
report on H.R. 4435 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. Thank you for 
the cooperative spirit in which you have 
worked regarding this issue and others be-
tween our respective committees. 

Sincerely, 
SAM GRAVES, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2014. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, Committee on Small Business, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4435, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. 
I agree that the Committee on Small Busi-
ness has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Small Business is not waiving 
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of 
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2014. 
Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. MCKEON: I write to confirm our 
mutual understanding regarding H.R. 4435, 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2015. This legislation contains 
subject matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. However, in order to expedite juris-
diction of the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology. However, in order to expe-
dite floor consideration of this important 
legislation, the committee waives consider-
ation of the bill. 

The Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology takes this action only with the 
understanding that the committee’s jurisdic-
tional interests over this and similar legisla-
tion are in no way diminished or altered. 

The committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any conference on this 
legislation and requests your support if such 
a request is made. Finally, I would appre-
ciate your including this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 

H.R. 4435 on the House Floor. Thank you for 
your attention in these matters. 

Sincerely, 
LAMAR SMITH, 

Chairman, Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2014. 
Hon. LAMAR SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4435, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. 
I agree that the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 
sequential referral, the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2014. 
Hon. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I write con-

cerning H.R. 4435, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015, as 
amended. There are certain provisions in the 
legislation that fall within the Rule X juris-
diction of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

However, in order to expedite this legisla-
tion for floor consideration, the Committee 
will forgo action on this bill. This, of course, 
is conditional on our mutual understanding 
that forgoing consideration of the bill does 
not prejudice the Committee with respect to 
the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject 
matters contained in the bill or similar leg-
islation that fall within the Committee’s 
Rule X jurisdiction. I request you urge the 
Speaker to name members of the Committee 
to any conference committee named to con-
sider such provisions. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest into the committee report on H.R. 
4435 and into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 21, 2014. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4435, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. 
I agree that the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 06:02 Mar 07, 2015 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD14\MAY 2014\E22MY4.REC E22MY4bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E825 May 22, 2014 
sequential referral, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure is not waiving 
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of 
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR UNITED STATES ARMY COM-
MAND SERGEANT MAJOR MAR-
TIN R. BARRERAS 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor United States Army Command Sergeant 
Major Martin R. Barreras, who died on May 
12, 2014 from wounds he suffered on May 6 
when enemy forces attacked his unit with 
small arms fire in Harat Province, Afghanistan. 
He leaves behind his mother, father, brother, 
two children, a grandson, and numerous 
friends. 

Born in New Mexico, Command Sergeant 
Major Barreras spent most of his childhood in 
Tucson, Arizona. He attended Sunnyside High 
School before joining the military. In his last 
assignment of his long military career, he was 
assigned as the highest-ranking enlisted mem-
ber of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Infantry Regi-
ment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team based in 
Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Command Sergeant Major Barreras was on 
his sixth deployment to Afghanistan, after 
serving 29 honorable years defending our 
country in both the Army and Marine Corps. 

Command Sergeant Major Barreras was a 
great soldier. Over his career he earned fifty 
awards and distinctions including a Bronze 
Star with valor and two Purple Hearts. How-
ever, his illustrious career depicted through his 
medals will not be the only thing to highlight 
his service to our country. The men and 
women he lead and fought with will always re-
member his selflessness and war fighting spirit 
that will undoubtedly be passed on for genera-
tions to come. 

As an Army Ranger he helped rescue 
former Prisoner of War Jessica Lynch from an 
Iraqi hospital in 2003. Command Sergeant 
Major Barreras was the leader of the Army 
battalion that conducted the successful rescue 
of Lynch. He personally handed Lynch to an-
other soldier to transfer her to the helicopter 
that evacuated her from the area. Without any 
hesitation, he then led the fight against mul-
tiple attacks in order to retrieve all 9 bodies of 
the other U.S. soldiers missing in action. 

We remember Command Sergeant Major 
Barreras and offer our deepest condolences 
and sincerest prayers to his family. I am heart-
sick for their loss and my words cannot offer 
adequate consolation. 

Everyone in our great country owes Com-
mand Sergeant Major Barreras and his family 
a debt of gratitude for his selfless sacrifice and 
courage. It is vital that we keep our men and 
women in uniform who are in harm’s way in 
our thoughts and prayers. I call on my fellow 
colleagues and all Americans to remember, on 
this Memorial Day weekend, Command Ser-
geant Major Barrens and his fellow fallen com-
rades—those who have paid the ultimate 
price. 

USA FREEDOM ACT 

HON. SUSAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, as an original 
cosponsor of the USA Freedom Act, I am dis-
appointed that I cannot support this bill as it is 
considered on the floor today. 

Like many Americans, I was shocked to 
learn about the National Security Agency’s do-
mestic spying program that was sweeping up 
the private communications records of millions 
of innocent Americans. It goes against Amer-
ican values and our Constitution. That’s why 
two weeks ago I was pleased to join my col-
leagues on the Judiciary Committee in unani-
mously supporting the USA Freedom Act as it 
passed out of the committee. 

I believed that the compromise, while far 
from perfect, would help rebuild the public 
trust in government by ending bulk collection, 
assuring that government surveillance authori-
ties are rule-bound, narrowly tailored, trans-
parent and subject to oversight, all while en-
suring that the nation’s intelligence community 
can protect national security. 

Unfortunately, since then, negotiations with 
the Administration have resulted in this bill 
moving in the wrong direction. While I believe 
that the intent of this bill is to end bulk collec-
tion and I am glad that there is widespread 
agreement that Congress must act to end bulk 
collection, I am not convinced the bill effec-
tively achieves this. The weakened definition 
of ‘‘specific selection term’’ must be addressed 
as this bill moves forward in order to provide 
absolute certainty that the legislative language 
achieves this intent, and that the bill’s ban on 
bulk collection is air-tight. Today’s bill simply 
fall short of what is needed to provide a clear 
guarantee to the public that the massive data 
collection by the NSA will be put to a full stop. 

I appreciate the efforts of the Committees 
and Leadership to support greater trans-
parency in the bill. The transparency reporting 
amendment that I offered in the Judiciary 
Committee that is included in the bill will allow 
companies to disclose information regarding 
the number and nature of government de-
mands for user information. However, the new 
manager’s amendment that we are consid-
ering on the House floor today has weakened 
this provision by, for example, adding a two- 
year delay that prohibits companies from 
issuing transparency reports for new products 
or services. I offered several amendments to 
the Rules Committee to address my concerns 
with the weakened language in the manager’s 
amendment, but none of these amendments 
were given an opportunity for debate or a vote 
on the House floor. 

I thank the Committees and the Leadership 
for their work to move this important conversa-
tion forward, but I simply cannot support the 
bill in its current form. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF COMMANDER 
ROBERT JAMES FLYNN, USN RE-
TIRED 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on May 
15, 2014, Northwest Florida and our Nation 
lost a warrior—Commander Robert James 
Flynn, United States Navy, Retired. Com-
mander Flynn honorably served our country as 
a member of the Armed Forces for twenty- 
seven years, and I am humbled to rise and 
pay tribute to his life and his unwavering devo-
tion to God and country. 

Hailing from La Crosse, Wisconsin, Com-
mander Flynn studied pre-law at the University 
of Minnesota until 1958 when he entered the 
Naval Aviation Cadet Program. Within two 
years, he became a Naval Flight Officer and 
then trained as a bombardier/navigator. On 
August 21, 1967, his life took a tragic turn 
when his A–6 aircraft, which launched from 
the USS Constellation, was shot down over 
North Vietnam. Commander Flynn spent the 
next five and a half years of his life in a Chi-
nese prison. According to the POW Network, 
his unimaginable 2,030 days in solitary con-
finement makes it the longest amount of time 
a member of the U.S. Armed Forces served in 
solitary confinement. Commander Flynn was 
released on March 15, 1973. 

Commander Flynn was proud to say that his 
captors called him ‘‘one of the most reac-
tionary prisoners in their history.’’ His relent-
less strength and courage were hallmarks of 
both his life and career, and it was his strong 
faith in God, his love for his family, and his 
commitment to duty, honor, and country that 
even in the darkest of times he held on and 
survived. His final assignment as Director of 
Aviation Warfare Training with Chief of Naval 
Education and Training at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola brought Commander Flynn back 
home to his beloved Northwest Florida. In 
1985, he retired from the Navy after 71 mis-
sions. Throughout his distinguished Naval Ca-
reer, Commander Flynn earned and was be-
stowed multiple honors including the Legion of 
Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, 
and Prisoner of War Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it gives me great pride to honor the 
life and service of an American hero and 
decorated warrior. Our Nation, the Northwest 
Florida community, and countless others will 
miss Commander Flynn’s unwavering perse-
verance and optimism, but his legacy will en-
dure for years to come. My wife Vicki joins me 
in extending our most sincere condolences to 
his wife, Kathy; their two children, Elizabeth 
and Robert; and the entire Flynn family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARRYE B. BROWN 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a true trail blazer, Carrye B. 
Brown, on the 20th anniversary of her appoint-
ment as our nation’s first female and first Afri-
can American U.S. Fire Administrator. A D.C. 
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